152.   ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS1

[On or after October 24, 1931?
Q,.   Why do Hindus want joint electorates?

A. Because they are foolish. They can take the wind out
of the sails of Mussalmans by immediately giving them separate
electorates and leaving them wondering whether there may not be
after all something sinister in the separate electorates.

Q,.   Why are you so uncharitable to those who drink?

A. Because I am charitable to those who suffer from the
effects of the curse.

Q,.   Do you ever suffer from nerves?3

A. Ask Mrs. Gandhi. She will tell you that I am on my
best behaviour with the world but not with her.

Well, my husband is on his best behaviour with me.

Then I am sure that Mr. Miles has bribed you heavily.

Q,.   Is not the charkha a mediaeval device?

A. We were doing many things in the middle ages which
were quite wise. But if most of us have given them up, why
accuse me of my wisdom? However mediaeval the device may
be, I am not ashamed of adding thereby fifty per cent to the
income of my impoverished villagers. During the War you pro-
duced potatoes and fashionable ladies of Lyceum Club invited
men to stitch sleeping-suits for the soldiers with plain needle
and thread. Was it not mediaeval? Well, I learnt the mediae-
val trick from the ladies of the Lyceum Club.

Q.   What is the chief obstacle in the way of swaraj?

A. It is the unwillingness of the British officials to part
with power; or our incapacity to wrest power from unwilling
hands. Well, you feel sorry that I have not given you the ex-

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's "London Letter"

2 Desai has reported together answers given on different dates.   But the
first question, he says, was asked by some students at Oxford, where he was
on October 24.

3 The question was put by Mrs. Eustace Miles.
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